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me, and did not order me to withdraw when they
debated their private opinions. They drew up se-
veral answers, but did not like them; at last, they
gave me one which I did not receive; I thought it
was too insolent to be borne with. As near as I
can remember, it was thus:—
The commissioners of Scotland, attending the ser-
vice in the army, do refuse any treaty in the city of
York.
One of the commissioners, who treated me with
more distinction than the rest, and discoursed freely
with me, gave me an opportunity to speak more
freely of this than I expected.
I told them, if they would return to his majesty
an answer fit for me to carry, or if they would say
they would not treat at all, I would deliver such a
message. But I entreated them to consider the an-
swer was to their sovereign, and to whom they made
a great profession of duty and respect; and at least
they ought to give their reasons, why they declined
a treaty at York, and to name some other place, or
humbly to desire his majesty to name some other
place. But to send word they would not treat at
York, I could deliver no such message, for, when
put into English, it would signify, they would not
treat at all.
I used a great many reasons and arguments with
them on this head; and at last, with some difficulty
obtained of them to give the reason, which was the
earl of StrafFord's having the chief command at
York, whom they declared their mortal enemy, he
having declared them rebels in Ireland.
With this answer I returned. I could make no
observations in the short time I was with them; for
as I stayed but one night, so I was guarded as a
close prisoner all the while. I saw several of their
officers whom I knew, but they durst not speak to

